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Community Resilience against Natural Hazards: Case 
Studies from the Pacific Islands with emphasis on 
mobility
Eberhard Weber, The University of the South Pacific, Fiji Islands
• Resilience is not enough. 
• Disasters often provide a chance to improve in 
the rehabilitation process (“rebuild better”).
• It is the cooperation between affected 
populations, the state and civil society which 
enables development. Only then a disaster can 
become a „blessing in disguise“
Pacific Islands
Hazards / Environmental / Climate Change, 
Mobility and Development
• Environmental Refugees, Forced Migration,  
Environmentally Inducted Migration / Mobility
• Migrants are people who act under the impact of 
opportunities and constraints
• It is difficult to generalize, but one has to ask…
• What are these opportunities and constraints in 
specific contexts?
• How far are people actors deciding and shaping their 
destinies, how far are they driven, to what extend are 
they forced?
Hazards / Environmental / Climate Change, 
Mobility and Development
The purpose of mobility is to increase well-being, 
to reduce risk, or to survive.
• Can these categories be clearly separated 
from each other, or do they overlap?
• They even might contradict each other
• Survival strategies often increase risk and 
decrease well-being.
• People in their action may trade in one risk 
against another.
Tsunami Hazards in the Pacific Islands
Case Studies of Samoa and Solomon Islands
 Tsunami in Solomon Islands April 2007
 Tsunami in Samoa September 2009
Is it really resilience we hope to 
achieve???
• The tsunami was a blessing in disguise. 
Without everything destroyed we never 
would have settled where we are right 
now. Our lives improved a lot....., but it is 
at risk what has been achieved.
Victims of the 2007 tsunami in the Solomon Islands some 5 
years after the disaster
ht
t
p
:
/
/
w
w
w
.
s
u
r
f
i
n
g
s
o
l
o
m
o
n
i
s
l
a
n
d
s
.
c
o
m
/
s
u
r
f
t
r
i
p
s
.
h
t
m
l
Feb 2012
ht
t
p
:
/
/
w
a
l
r
u
s
.
w
r
.
u
s
g
s
.
g
o
v
/
t
s
u
n
a
m
i
/
s
o
l
o
m
o
n
0
7
/
t
e
c
t
o
n
i
c
_
b
i
g
.
h
t
m
lSolomon Islands, April 2, 2007
Magnitude: 8.1, 52 people killed
September 29, 2009
about 160 dead 
Source: UNESCO-IOC International Tsunami Survey Team Samoa (ITST Samoa)     
Interim Report of Field Survey 14th – 21st October 2009


Resettlement is a political 
decision. In Samoa it is backed 
by the Government, in the 
Solomon Islands it is not.
Empirical Case Studies
• Needs assessment after 5 years
• Importance of Food Security in Disaster Risk
• Importance of Social Capital
• Similar kind of disaster - different challenges
• The role of the governments
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© E. Weber, Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati
Thank you very much

